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USHCHEV 'S UTOFIA MEINS POY 4CIE FOR C2ECY

At the recent 1st Congress ¢ ihe Communist Pasty of
Russia, First Seerciary Enushchev delivered a lengthy oration
in which he painted a picture 3f toe fatire that avelts Russis.
He spoke in such zlowing terms thet he spLeares to be talking
about & newly discevered Utopls,

Bis deseription of the insustsisl and economic future thel
awaits hig couniry in a few ahort jarrs was so optimistic and
50 far removed from reality, a3 shows: by centurles of experience,
that one can only conclude that i whe forced to talk in this
veln because of contimuing oppositios: o his rule,

In the past fev months inlirmaticn bas ledked out through:
the Iron Curtaln cersorship indicsiirg tkat behingd the lmeade
of seaming calm there is consilersole latent opposition to
kKbrushehev and his jolicles. Just huw strong this oppoaition
is cannol be unown exactly, bus that it i there is shown b
the W castigntion 1n the loviet press of the sc-camlled
“snti-Party faction,® of which %lotcv i3 & leading member.

It was, therefore, arantly very spich in Khrushcehev's interest
to strengthen his becldrg in i cowtry by every means possible
to silence his oritics.

Be sald, for instance, thn. taie U3SE national incomees
a?i.gg; as he mz:t:gé is the t:na? ggmggtefintgga and resl h«agia
@ e increase in the standen! of living of the woriking people
under wammoowlél rise, wni:x okt new Seven Year Plan, by
& ataggering 2 to €% per cent Ly 1545, and will be simost six
times higher than tbe level of .he yra-~war year of 1980.
Naturally, he was csreful not = madiion that this new Flan ihad
been introduced becsuse the Flve Yusr Plan it replaces had
proved to be such an urworkabli coomtalc fatlure.

At all events, according 1o K urusnchav, everyihing 1s
going to be for the dest in thi L&t 37 worlds, “REes are
goinz to be incressed and prices lowersd and everybody's reguire-
ments mtgéag to Be wel, not oni; by means of higher wages,
but alzo through public funds, ihs role mad importance of whieh
will go on rising, Lo sald,

Ehrushe polnted out thii wgeuher with the fulfiliment
of the Seven Year Plan, the anpunt of lunis sccumulated by
soolulist enterprises will continue to grow steadlly, This wili

.y become the only source that will ensure larger-scale
socinlist production and furthes Lprwvemant in the standard of
living, Ee ssgerted that as & resdt it would soon be possible
to give W levying taxes of any kbrd . the pecple,

Aeigcs
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And this waz not all. Tiae Zormunist Party, its leader
sald, has already considered tha:z ore ¢f itz program tasks
i to struggle for a shortening of the work day. The shorter
working day, will, apparently through come sort of secret
esonomic legerdempin, be achlaved im Russia by an increase
in wages and not § decreass 13 cne might suppose. In effect,
Ehrushehev sald, the USSR 18 zoiag to have the shortest work
week in the world along wlith .mproved living standards,

Words are easily spoken, bu¢ i¢ heve any intrinsioc value
they have to be measu againet reslity. The truly sensa-
tional advences promized hg Thrushe hev undoubtedly had a
great emotional irpact on his listerers and made them feel
that their destiny is in thq hends of & &0lld men, A calmer
and more commson sense approdsh to lis speesh will %ell anyone
posssssing 3 modicum of unddratanding of economios that such
fantastie industrial and econonl: zévances are hardly in the
realm of poseiblility within ine fremeworik of the modern, highly
somplex industrial socliety in whileh we live,

Cenaorship restrictiona preverit us from obtaining a
clear ploture of what 1s hagpaniag in lussia, However, Com-
munist Czechoslovakia dffords ue an indication of the con-
ditions within the Communiay 3loa. There, the truth would
seen to indicate that far froas baiyg able to antisipate Utoplae,
the worker can expeet nothing bui hilgher work norms, lower
wages and less freedom, Zhruanchav'e promises notwithstanding,

In Czechoslovakia, the most hﬁfhly industrialized of the
satellite nations, the regins is initisting moves to raise the
work norms, slash bomuses &nd clamy a tighter diseiplinary
giip on the worker. Thiz has undejstandsdly led to & great

2l of discontent and theprd sava Leen disturbances in a num-
ber of plants throughout the aeuatri. Although the ime is
determined to aarr{aau% its plan, 1t will doudbtlessly have tu
proceed with a certalin amouni of ciulticen 1P it does not want
Ea :gir up trouble among tha iruially declile and hard-working
~HeChs ,

Probably the most unpopuler messure affecting labor taken
aince the 1553 currency refdrs has bteer the wage reform plan
which 1s to be introduged over the next two years. The reginme
sees in this plen the possihiiity of decreasing produstion
sosts and of incremsing produztion. The Czesch worker, howsver,
sees in the move nothing bul a sthewe either to increase work
noras without eaniensatian d4* t¢ e1t wiges, This hardly
gsounds like an introduction %> the shortest work week in the
world and the higher wages Khm:ghchev vtz bosasting about at
the Congress,
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T™he wm Fapmers are 0t ang Wﬁ@ than the
industrial worien All they nuve tt },e»%k forwerd to at the mement
iz the virtual em etion ﬁi‘ g:g{%%ﬂ%:“ﬁ%t&%, t%w aliminstion

of the system of privatel ggae m,memimmf
thelir cattle mﬁ 2 reduct P thay fﬁm’ A1though have
not protested oo stmiy W”* 1wt chlledtivization, thay have

: rq oro b $162 and there 18 every
pmm‘b ﬁf 8 aaﬁw tightenta: ao to e farmer in the near

In v weeks there heve be 131& ngmber of indications
mﬂ. the M&a is not satisfisd 1D the way things sre going
5l 8 and 5 numbey of e gupes have been introduced
; 8 sterner attitude on tho part of the regiwe, In
oeoToanee with one of them, workers #il] hence
liable for lﬁ%e& a1 tie job caused by negligencs,
M m* faﬂm to 111 the norme.

Items puhlished iﬁ ﬂm ﬁ'm&a 1ipvak press reveal that so-ralied
&tiﬁﬂ erimes are bel she ! 1 ith such greater severity
mtbagstm@;mﬂ La.a*'*mrﬁpursaﬂrtmmm
B yeey, heen &x%ﬂwei te tte plants, At the same
em m ati:tn rewmwunts of g?i@‘:i@ﬁ srefestional puctice are belng
‘ - siiminated while » Padio and theater have
to inject porTe paizfiia inte their productions,

All thie is the My prize Ciechosloveiia must pay for the
dublous honor of be the mpat sdnyeced industriel etate among
the satellites, for Wa i lotermined that the country
cannot be permitted to mbandon its rele £ the industrial show
window of Central Furopean t"mv ard .

™The problem the rggine r:ns fices is to decide Just

how hard the czma horas ten bhe driven, and this iz now
2 very delicste matter izx vie af %:!x disturbances in the plants.
As ﬂmkw;‘;nt&é out, the ndtior hre2 been a notoricusly doelle

aghout history and m«ﬂfr i of pevelt have been vm

This makes the disturbances a)] the more sur ria and
av & good indiecation of the g3res of discontent ¢ T
aust be agginet the naw amoeh seasures, @zﬂm the
govermment is wi ling to slacisn 1te psce, there 1s 2 good
pessidility of more trouble ta coma,

- ‘ -
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